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Utah Water Conditions Update

SALT LAKE CITY (Jan. 18, 2024) — Assessing Utah’s water conditions in mid-January reveals
a unique narrative. While much of December witnessed scarce precipitation, the trajectory
shifted with early January storms, bringing our snowpack to normal levels for much of the state.

“These fluctuations highlight the dynamic nature of our terrain and weather patterns,” Candice
Hasenyager, director of the Division of Water Resources, said. “It’s imperative to stay aware and
responsive to our changing water supply conditions to ensure the resilience of our water supply.”

Despite the dry December, reservoirs statewide stand at a robust 80%, a significant 23% higher
than the usual levels for this time of year. This is due to the record-breaking snowpack last year.
Our reservoirs continue to be vital in storing water for various needs. For the most part,
reservoirs will likely stay near these levels until spring runoff.

“As we navigate the winter season, these dry and wet periods underscore the need for ongoing
commitment to use less water and vigilance in water management,” Hasenyager said. “Water
experts are monitoring these fluctuations and planning accordingly ahead of spring runoff.”

To encourage water conservation among Utahns, the Department of Natural Resources continues
to promote initiatives such as the Agricultural Optimization Program for farmers and
SlowtheFlow.org for residents. These programs aim to educate and incentivize water-saving
practices, ensuring Utahns become more drought-resilient and prepare for future conditions.
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale.
condtions. Local conditions may vary. For more
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Graphic compares Utah's current drought situation to 2022. Currently, moderate drought covers 9% of the state. Last

year at this time, 77% of the state was in severe drought.
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SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE)
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snow water equivalent found at selected SMOTEL sites in or near the basin
compared to the average value for those sites on this day. Data based on

the first reading of the day (typically 00:00).
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Great Salt Lake South Arm Elevation
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Water surface elevation labeled on the graph is the 5-day mean.

The graph shows Great Salt Lake levels since 2021. Great Salt Lake levels are likely to slowly increase until spring.

Utah Department of Natural Resources, 1594 W. North Temple Suite 3710, PO Box 145610, Salt Lake City, UT 84114, 801-538-7200, dnr.utah.gov



BearLake Heservoir Fill %
& Ay Newton 73%  .66% | Updated 01/18/2024

H . o/ *
Hytun (4% R Statewide Average:80%
. oodruff Narrows
Porcupine
i rti Ba\ y 49% Woodruff Creek

P 'eview-n%,f' 78

51% Causey

eFlaming Gorge

5 % Lost Creek Statelin
F——a — anyon cho———65% 7
f |
; Jordanellem. ' 55% $mith-And Morghouse . Red Fleet
i ROCKpPO |
Grantsville 49% 7005 . oon [Lake
urra :
Settlement Canyon Deer =l teinaker
g i, ,é StaPvatiGn Send Wash
[ & N I TR ¢ el

! séofietd —
Miller Flat goo, 72% ?'e\"e'a{i e

‘Ti
1 L Joes Valle ¥ |
Yuba- 50, Huntington'North ‘
Gunnison 30% | 53%
Millsite
Fo Ken's Lake |
¥ 77% K '
\ |
\ Minersville
. Upper Enterprise ¢ . 0-20%
‘ anguitch Lake
64% /
‘ prise 21-40%
759 Quai Creek
41-60%
Gunloc Sand Hollow
Data Sources: water.utah.gov/reservoirlevels 61-80%
*State average excludes Lake Powell &
Flaming Gorge to better represent . 81-100%

the state's water supply.

Total capacity including these is 47%

For more information, visit drought.utah.gov
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